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ing that transparent clarity. In the same way, what we experience
in samsara is rather like this clear water being obscured by pollution, as our inherent, ever-present buddha nature is masked by
these four veils of obscuration. This situation of obscuration is
also termed alaya. Alaya, then, is not only the fundamental or
original state of consciousness, but it is also the discursive consciousness, the confused awareness from which arise all of the
illusory or confused perceptions common among sentient beings.
On the one hand, one.has the pure alaya, which is the inherent
nature of mind itself as pristine awareness, this pure water. On
the other hand, one has the practical situation of this impure
alaya, which is the fundamental source of confusion and illusion
due to the four different veils of confusion of the mind, this
impure backwater. At this moment we are unenlightened sentient beings, which means that what we experience is an admixture
of both the impure and pure alaya. Simultaneously, samsara is
both the inherent (but obscured) buddha nature of mind and also
the levels of confusion that result in this impure alaya, or the
phenomenal world. Nirvana, however, is unobscured awareness
having no confusion or karmic fruition to give rise to phenomenal
causality.
This concept of pure and impure alaya is important to comprehend. To use another metaphor, take the concept of the sun shining in a cloudless sky, an image of clarity and spaciousness, as the
fundamental nature of mind. It is entirely possible that the sky
can be obscured by clouds, fog, or mist, all of which can prevent
the direct perception of the sun shining in the clear sky. Indeed,
these clouds can also give rise to all kinds of other developments,
such as lightning, thunder, hail, rain, or snow, which can
completely obscure the sky's clear spaciousness. In the same way,
these levels of ignorance and confusion of the mind give the
result of all of the illusory projections that are ultimately unreal
experiences which we, as unenlightened sentient beings, undergo
in the belief that this is real. Because these delusions obscure true
clarity, the result is sentient suffering and pain. In this case, the
complication (such as the hail, the rain, and so forth, in our
metaphor) is that pain, suffering, and confusion are experienced
as a result of this mixture of the pure and the impure alaya.











[image: ]


Retrieved from "https://rywikitexts.tsadra.org/index.php?title=Page:Kalu_Rinpoche_Gently_Whispered.pdf/50&oldid=13924"

		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
	
		
			Log in


		
	




		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	




			

	
	
		Variants
	

	
	
		
		

		
	




		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
	
		
			Read
	View source
	View history


		
	




			

	
	
		More
	

	
	
		
		

		
	




			
	
		Search
	

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
	
		
			Main page
	Recent changes
	Random page
	Help about MediaWiki


		
	




	

	
		Tools
	

	
	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Printable version
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page


		
	




	







		 This page was last edited on 11 March 2021, at 16:36.
	
Content is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike.


		Privacy policy
	About Rangjung Yeshe Wiki Texts
	Disclaimers


		[image: Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki][image: Powered by Semantic MediaWiki]



	







