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<noinclude><pagequality level="1" user="" /></noinclude>nature is still rigpa, and it is still unchanging. The nature of the mind is pristine
awareness, and not even a hair’s worth of it will ever change, because it is the
primordial nature as it is.
While we are on the path we experience the different appearances and phenomena of
being on the path, such as the experiences we have in generation- and completionstage practices. In generation-stage practice we may experience perception of the
deity or a vision of the deity. In tödgal practice we may experience seeing the
variegated luminous molecules filling the space in front. Whatever our experiences
along the way, throughout them all, until the path is exhausted and the ultimate result
—buddhahood— is achieved, our original, primordial nature remains the same,
unchanging, basic nature.
When we attain the ultimate result of the perfection of the path, which is to become
buddha, to achieve enlightenment, it is that very same rigpa that we have had all
along, the rigpa of the past, that becomes buddha; it is not a new experience that
becomes buddha. The difference is all in awareness or the lack of it. To be lacking in
awareness means to be obscured by karmic afflictions and delusions, which keep on
accumulating. When the afflictions and delusions are cleared completely and entirely,
there is nothing left but rigpa, the foundational buddha nature. You must recognize
this nature and know that it is not ever going to be a new thing. It is the originally
pure state of liberation, and it will never be other than that.
Through the practice of tsa, lung, and tigle—the practices that deal with the channels,
vital winds, and essential fluids—it is also possible to realize the buddha nature. The
importance of this is that just now, karmically speaking, you have gotten yourselves
into an impure condition. Your channels, vital winds, and essential fluids have all
become impure through your lack of awareness. Through the practice of meditating
upon the channels by viewing the channels within the body, along with the different
networks—the chakras and so forth—and then bringing the vital wind into those
channels and maintaining it, controlling it, through the practice of the large or small
vase, and then moving, purifying, and maintaining the essential fluids, the impure
transforms into its inherent, pure nature.
Our nature is like the sun in space: it is radiant and luminous, fully endowed with
every quality to illuminate everything. Although it is always shining, occasionally
clouds will arise to cover it and we won’t be able to see it. We won’t be aware of the
sun, only the clouds. But even when the clouds are obscuring it, its qualities remain
the same. So it is with our buddha nature. The essence of the sugatas is always
present, yet we are unaware of it due to the clouds of our karmic afflictions and
accumulations of obscurations. We simply do not see our nature and because of that
we keep on compounding our predicament. When we remove the clouds, the veils of
ignorance, then we will experience nothing other than the naked perception of our
own nature, rigpa.
So, the path of accumulating merit and removing obscurations is not a process of
creating a new situation or condition that does not yet exist through which
enlightenment will eventually come. We remove our accumulated obscurations—that
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