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<noinclude><pagequality level="1" user="" /></noinclude>which is the experience of the arising of bliss and realizing that the nature of that bliss
is empty. This is what you are introduced to at this time.
For the next empowerment, you must abandon the pursuit of objective appearances
and the sensory experiences of form, sound, smell, taste, and touch, and allow your
mind to relax in its own nature of pristine awareness, the nature of which is utterly
open and empty, luminously clear, and unobstructedly compassionate. Remain in this
nature.
The nature of the mind is originally unconfused; its foundational nature is rigpa,
pristine awareness. Within that nature the display of samsara or nirvana does not exist.
The experience that we have of the play of samsara and nirvana—the play of
happiness and unhappiness, satisfaction and discontent, the experience of the external
world and its pure and impure aspects, all of this extensive display—is just the display
of rigpa itself, the display of pristine awareness. Ultimately, none of these
elaborations exist; they are simply unaccomplished. To recognize that all of that
which arises is just the display of this empty nature is very astonishing. It’s a great
marvel.
Yet, even though you can be introduced to the ultimate nature verbally—for instance.
I can say, “The nature of your mind is rigpa, pristine awareness; this is it, it’s like
this”—you don’t really realize it this way. It is realized through the blessings of the
lama and the faith of the disciple, through the relationship between the two, and in
dependence upon the accumulation of merit and the purification of negative karma.
Through the force of all of these elements you come to know what is rigpa. You are
directly introduced and you have a direct perception. And that experience is
inexpressible. It is your own experience, and you know it to be just that. Because this
experience cannot really be expressed through words, the verbal introduction is an
indication, So then, in dependence upon the blessings of the lama, the faith and pure
mind of the disciple, the accumulation of merit and the removal of obscurations, one
will have one’s own experience—and it will be the greatest marvel of all.
Although sentient beings have been wandering in the three realms of cyclic existence,
their primordial nature is buddha. Although they constantly experience many different
types of suffering due to their reactions to objective appearances, phenomena, they
still possess this buddha nature, which is their own pristine awareness nature, which is
called “rigpa”. This is the mind of the Buddha, and it is our own primordial, inherent
nature. Even if we are in the hell realm experiencing ourselves burning in the fires of
hell, we still possess this nature. Even if we are in the hungry-spirit realm
experiencing the suffering of hunger and thirst, or in the animal realm experiencing
stupidity and mistreatment, we still possess this nature. Being reborn in any of the six
realms of cyclic existence never changes that nature. Wherever we remain, that nature
never leaves us; it is unchanging. It is utterly open and empty, luminously clear,
radiant, and unobstructedly compassionate, having compassion for all beings without
limit. We experience it when we are aware of it, and it is always unchanging. And
when we are not aware of it we are in the state of lack of awareness, marigpa. Even if
we are born in a happy place, like the gods’ realms or the higher realms, the pure
realms, while we are experiencing that happiness our
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