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<noinclude><pagequality level="1" user="" /></noinclude>four empowerments that you have received, and it is all due to the great kindness of
the omniscient Longchenpa.
From Longchenpa there are many great dzogchen lineage holders who have passed
the transmissions down over the centuries. All of them were great realized beings who
went off into retreat in uncertain places to practice. Also due to his kindness,
Longchenpa composed many commentaries and explanations on the meaning of these
essential texts to enable practitioners in the future to have explanations for their study
and practice.
Longchenpa’s birth was unlike that of an ordinary human being; he was born just like
the buddha that he is and was. He was born into the family lineage of Gyalwa
Chöyang, one of the 25 disciples. Right after he was conceived, his mother dreamt
that a white snow lion with two suns at the point between his eyebrows entered her
womb and she was told that this was the upholder of the doctrine. Later, before he
was born, the primordial wisdom dakini, Remati, appeared to her in the form of a
black woman holding a sword, and she told her, “A being is going to be born to you
who will be the upholder of the doctrine of the dakinis.” And then she disappeared.
The mother didn’t know whether this being that had appeared to her had been a
human or a god, but it was definitely a true appearance that she experienced.
On another occasion, after Longchenpa’s birth, his mother was out working in the
fields and she was caught in a sudden downpour. In her confusion, she ran back to her
house but she forgot to bring her child, the infant Longchenpa. Just a little bit later,
the same black woman holding a sword came to the house, and she was carrying the
child. She scolded the mother and almost struck her with her sword: “You don’t care
about this child who is the upholder of the dakini’s doctrine?” She returned the child
to her and then disappeared. Thus, the dakinis protected and upheld Longchenpa as a
child and even while he was in the womb.
By the age of five he was extremely learned; he was skilled in all the sciences and
knowledge without even having to study. When he was 16 years old he had a vision
the dakini, Yangchenma. She told him that without training or study he would come to
know everything naturally and spontaneously. Yet still he went everywhere to study;
he studied both Nvingma and Sarma; he trained in all the different schools and
studied with many different teachers learning as much as he possibly could.
Also when he was 16, the dakini Yangchenma held him in her hand and, for seven
days took him and showed him the different pure realms. She took him to the peak of
Mt. Mehru and to the god’s realm, where he had inconceivable experiences. When he
was 27 he met his guru Kumaradza. and at that time the expanse of his realization
awakened, and there was nothing that he did not know. After that he had visions of
each and every one of his meditational deities, both peaceful and wrathful, with their
entire retinues of dakinis, dharmapalas, and so forth. All of them, without exception,
appeared to him directly, one by one, just like one human appearing to another, and
gave him transmissions and instructions. This is how it was for him for each one of
his visions and experiences. Yeshe Tsogyal herself appeared to him directly, and
whenever Longchenpa and his disciples would gather to have a ganachakra feast, she
would
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