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<noinclude><pagequality level="1" user="" /></noinclude>empowerment. Following that, covering your eyes with the black eye-covering
symbolizes the fact that, from countless past lifetimes until now, under the veil of
your own delusion you’ve been unable to be aware of your own foundational buddha
nature. Then, as you are about to enter the mandala, to not enter the mandala emptyhanded you hold a flower in your hand as an offering to the deity. This symbolizes
that you will have a direct vision of the deity, through which you will be introduced to
your foundational buddha nature. The flower is a relative substance that symbolizes
one’s own nature, one’s own rigpa. It brings together one’s own nature of the mind
with the pure awareness nature of the lama’s mind. At this point we offer the mandala
and recite the mandata offering verses.
Now, you should give rise to pure vision, which means that you should abandon your
ordinary perception of your environment, your companions, and your lama. You
should consider this place to be the place of the highest pure realm, the Akanishta
pure realm. You should recognize that the lama, the vajra master, is either of the
nature of Vajradhara or Guru Rinpoche. The companions, the vajra family of brothers
and sisters gathered, are seen as male and female deities and pure awareness holders
(rigdzins). It is very important that you abandon your ordinary perception and train in
pure perception, pure vision, to be suitable vessels to receive the empowerment.
(Words of empowerment)
Now you are taking refuge. According to the view, not only is refuge taken internally
—in the channels, vital winds, and essential fluids—but specifically it is taken in the
ultimate source of refuge, which is the nature of one’s own mind, which is open or
empty, luminously clear, and unobstructedly compassionate.
(Words of empowerment)
Now you are generating the bodhichitta which, here, is a bit different from the way
the bodhichitta is generated according to the sutra path. Here we recognize that the
primordial nature of all sentient beings is buddha but that, due to the veil of obscurity,
the adventitious stain of obscurations and afflictions, sentient beings are unable to
perceive their own true nature. In dependence upon the pith essential instructions
received through the kindness of the lama, we realize that the primordial nature of all
beings is buddha. Even if you are not able to recognize that now, you must believe it
to be so. With trust and confidence, generate this awareness as the bodhichitta.
(Words of empowerment)
Next, this is the protection cord, which is made of strings of five colors which
symbolize the nature of the mind of the five primordial wisdoms. You wear the
protection cord so that you will no longer be afflicted by the delusions or the
conflicting emotions of the three realms, to protect you from those delusions. You
wear it tied around the arm above the elbow, the men on the right arm and the women
on the left.
Next, witness this samaya water, which is taken to indicate that one intends to
maintain
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