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contents are derived from a fundamental confusion or ignorance
that projects both the physical body and phenomenal experiences. Far from being permanent, the projections of mind are
impermanent and unstable. These projections are always changing, falling apart, and being replaced by some new projection.
For those of you who are longing for something else, it is
important to understand that the mind, with its dynamic, empty,
and unobstructed luminosity, contains not only the delusion of
causal phenomena, but also the potential for liberation. In this
empty, clear, and unimpeded nature of mind itself is the very
potential or seed for obtaining enlightenment. This inherent quality is referred to as tathagatagarbha, or buddha nature. Each and
every living being has buddha nature as part of its make-up
because this is the inherent nature of its mind. This is true regardless of whatever realm, state, or situation of rebirth a being finds
itself experiencing. Although there is no doubt that each being
has tathagatagarbha, the mind expresses itself through a
fundamental ignorance, in ways which generate more or less
merit, and which are positive or negative in terms of the actions
one commits physically, verbally, and mentally.
As the mind is "no thing" in and of itself but is essentially
empty, it should not be misconstrued to be something tangible,
or something limited. It cannot be said that the mind was put
together at one point and that it falls apart at some other point.
Mind does not behave in that way. There always has been mind;
there always will be mind. Because it is not something created at
one point and destroyed at another, mind continually expresses
itself through an infinite series of rebirths in the different states
of samsara in a great many differing and particular ways.
As long as fundamental ignorance remains in the mind, the
sources of samsara will continue to exist. Samsara is endless in
the sense that the mind will continue to experience its own projections and confusion again, and again, and again, in an endless
cycle. This appears to be a rather grim perspective, unless, of
course, a means for liberation exists. The situation, however, of
a sentient being attaining enlightenment does not imply that this
liberation should be interpreted as mind disappearing. It is not as
though the mind comes to an end at this point of enlightenment.<noinclude></noinclude>
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